Judy: We are delighted to be able to share the history of the DKG Society and Alpha Upsilon Chapter with you this afternoon. Since DKG is approaching its 100th anniversary and Alpha Upsilon its 77th, our presentation will be a greatly abbreviated history. At the end of our historical summary, we will briefly share some of the advantages of membership and leave you with a handout that delineates how the Seven Purposes of DKG are implemented through various programs.

To set the stage for Alpha Upsilon’s founding, you need to know DKG was started in Austin Texas in 1929. At that time the equality we take for granted through salary schedules, staffing and other aspects of education were only part of a dream by twelve brave Texas educators under the leadership of Dr. Annie Webb Blanton. The women had to meet in secret for if their male employers knew what they were doing, they were in true danger of losing their jobs. Thus, the reason they chose a Greek name for the Society as it sounded like a sorority. If they said they were going to a Delta Kappa Gamma meeting, it was assumed it was a sorority and no concerns were raised. It was a secretive organization for many, many years. Again, there was a fear of losing a job if it were discovered a person was involved in a society that advocated for equal and fair treatment of women. 

As the Society expanded, Dr. Blanton contacted Dr. Madeline Verveka in California to ask her assistance in starting chapters in California. Dr. Verveka and Dr. Blanton exchanged many letters (no internet in those days!!). These two strong women clashed on several occasions as evidenced by their letters which are archived in the DKG Office in Sacramento. In 1935, California was chartered as Chi State because it was the 22nd state chartered and Chi is the 22nd letter in the Greek alphabet. Nine years later, in 1945, Alpha Upsilon was chartered. Omicron Chapter sponsored the chapter as their chapter had grown so large. Thus begins our story………

Norma: 1945-1977

Life was different in the 1940s.The 7 purposes of the Delta Kappa Gamma Constitution, Article II were the same as those printed in our yearbooks.  But listen to the 1946 wording of Purpose 3:  To protect the professional interests of women in education and eliminate unjust discrimination.
And Purpose 6:  To initiate and develop a continuous program of teacher welfare designed to improve the economic, social, and political status of women.

In 1948, there was an amendment to the constitution:  Article 4, section 2 Shall be changed to read:” The annual dues of active, associate & emeritus members shall be $5.00.  Of this amount, $1.75 shall constitute national dues, $1.25 shall constitute state dues & $2.00 shall constitute chapter dues.” Passed by majority vote in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 9-1-1948.
And so to Alpha Upsilon Chapter.
Founded December 8, 1945; Grace Post was our Founder (born 1889 – pictured in 1st album & mentioned at front of every year book). She was also one of the 15 Founders of California State.
*Please note that the albums are very fragile, but worth looking at especially for pictures.
The Charter Members were 12 accomplished women from the Pasadena area, who represented many different aspects of education.
Margaret M. Blome – teacher, La Canada, 

Lois Duecker Trainor—Elementary Curriculum coordinator Pasadena , 
Ethel Hildreth—teacher, Pasadena, 
Jeanne Maus,--primary supervisor & teacher, La Canada,  
Clara Fike – coordinator visual education, So. Pasadena, 
Leora Fuller—Children’s librarian,/Santa Catalina branch, Pasadena,  
Marcella Ryser Sea Bonsall—Principal El Serreno School, LA,  
Frances Ohlheiser,--Asst. Principal, Eliot Jr. High, Pasadena, 
Thelma Harper Small,--Vice principal. & teacher, Longfellow, Pasadena, 
Alice C. Toy,--Directing principal, San Rafael, Pasadena,
Mary C. West,--teacher, Pasadena, 
Ella Mason Wittker—clinical psychologist, Pasadena
The 12 new members were Installed at “Hotel Huntington” on Dec. 8, 1945 and the chapter was chartered.
Of the 12, I personally knew 4 who were still somewhat active in 1972 – 27 years later, with Grace Post appearing at least once at a chapter meeting that I attended. The 1st president was Leora Fuller; and the first year’s activities involved settling into procedures & growing comfortable as an organization. 
 Programs in 1946-47 were a business meeting, “Russia Today”,
   “Christmas in Mexico” with dinner & a play,  “Modern India,”  and  “ Life in the U.S.” with dinner & play.
4 new members were initiated in February 1947
1947-48, Marcella Bonsall was president, and they had a Joint tea with Alpha Beta and Omicron, and a Joint dinner meeting at the Women’s City Club.  This was the first gathering of local chapters together. This tradition continued at various times of the year until the pandemic in 2020. Many of you may remember the multi chapter dinner held at the Women’s City Club each March. Another program was an operetta with Glendale H.S. performing.
1948 brought, in January,  4 new members.   In October, 3 new members and in December, 2 new members.  Lyylie Gleeten and Beth Leonhard were initiated during that year.
1949 – May 1 new member

1950 – Jan.-- 2 new members, May – 1 new member

In 1951, the 15th Annual Convention of DKG National Organization was held at Hotel Fairmount, in San Francisco, in May.  Marcella Ryser Sea (Bonsall) was the Parliamentarian for Chi State.

The Southwest Reginal Conference was held in August, 1951, at the Hotel Huntington in Pasadena.

The Hotel Huntington later became The Huntington Hotel, The Huntington-Sheraton, and whatever it is now.
1953: Zypha Mooar was initiated.  She was my training principal in 1965 at Altadena Elementary when I was learning how to be a teacher, and I admired her tremendously. It was because of the caliper of these women that I felt so flattered to later be invited to membership.  I was hanging out with stars!
1955: Beebe Nuetzman was initiated

1962: Katie Peters initiated – she coached the Rose Bowl Princesses for many years.
1971: 10 new initiates, among them, Pat Brown, Vi Carmichael, Laurie Thompson, Belvin Ann Russel.  
And so we grew, and worked, and played together. There were many conferences – Area, State, Southwest, and National, as well as joint chapter meetings, and then our own chapter programs.  Teas, fashion shows, Christmas parties, speakers, visitors from Cairo, Tokyo, and other interesting places, plays and musical programs, raising funds to help students -- all were there in Alpha Upsilon’s history before we came along and “invented” them.
One little criticism of these powerful ladies is that the methods they used to put items in the albums were inconsistent, and not up to library standards, in my opinion.  I particularly dislike the use of masking tape as a fixative.  This, plus age, make it hard to access some of the information I’d like to know.
There would eventually be 5 Pasadena Chapters. Alpha Upsilon deemed itself too large to take new members and thus we sponsored Eta Kappa Chapter in 1968.
May 3, 1972, there were 3 new initiates:  Linda Endicott, Norma Johnson (Russel) & Alice Kenison.
A 1951 article from The Star News entitled “Persistent Women” begins:  “One thing about our Pasadena women, they never let up on the important things.”

The Founders of DKG and the women who chartered California were indeed persistent women. Because of them women educators today enjoy equal pay, retirement benefits, and recognition for excellence in education.

73-98 Judy

Judy: My task is to share what happened in Alpha Upsilon from 1973 to 1998. I joined the chapter in 1978 so much of my information is personal remembrances. I am going to share some of those remembrances with you and then I will list the achievements of members I was able to find in scrapbooks and old minutes.

When I was initiated, I was pregnant with our first child. At that time DKG was a semi-secretive organization. I had heard about DKG but didn’t really understand what it was or what it did. I asked my sponsor, Clara Lindsey, if I could attend a meeting just to get a feel of the group. “Oh no, dear. You have to be a member to come to meetings,” was her response! Quite a change from today, eh?

For several years, I was only able to attend a few meetings a year as I wound up having three babies at home! But when I did attend, I slowly learned about DKG mainly because of this lady here (point to Norma). I was the only one from my district, Arcadia Unified, at that time. Most of the others were from Pasadena Unified with several from La Cañada. Norma was always a friendly face and became a mentor to me. Eventually I served as the Corresponding Secretary. In those days, each member was required to bring ten, stamped self-addressed business size envelopes to the first meeting of the year. I had a big box of those which I would use each month to send the newsletter to the members. The recording secretary would get the newsletter printed, get it to me and I would send out. Quite a bit different from the ease of electronic communication today!

Norma was initiated in 1972 along with Alice Kenison. Alice was a p.e. teacher with Pasadena Unified. She was an outstanding cook, very detailed oriented and a wonderful hostess. You might have noticed in the directory where the grant recipients are listed, one is listed as having received the Alice Kenison Award. This is because the chapter decided to name the one grant we were giving at that time, ranging from $200 to $500, in Alice’s honor. Norma and I went to visit her as she lay dying at her son’s home in Riverside to tell her about this and to ask her if she had any parameters she wanted honored in its awarding. I can clearly recall her telling us how she grew up so very poor in Los Angeles. She always felt the one place where she was equal was in her physical education class for there everyone had to wear a uniform and they were equal. This led her to tell us she would like her grant to be awarded to the applicant who exhibited the greatest need for assistance. As we have been fortunate enough to increase the amount awarded over the years, it was decided that the Alice Kenison Award would go to such a person and be in a greater amount than the other awards. 

In the 1980s, the chapter declined somewhat. Membership was down and even though we had some great programs, attendance was also down. In fact, when technology was making its debut in education, a meeting was planned to meet in the computer lab at Highland Oaks Elementary in Arcadia so members could get a look at what was happening. Only six members attended! Zylpha Mooar, who was a backbone of Alpha Upsilon, was so upset, she wrote a letter advocating for dissolution of the chapter. When I was elected president in 1986, I distinctly remember being in Norma Russel’s living room and Clara Lindsey, my sponsor, came up to me and shaking her finger in my face said, “Don’t you dare let this chapter fall apart.” I responded Yes Mam! 

To be honest I didn’t know how to start so I called on my PTA organizational training and got the officers and chairman to develop notebooks with procedures and timelines (These were lost over the years. Thankfully Karen and Willy have introduced the red folders!). I also called on the Area Director, who at that time was Phyllis Howard of Omicron Chapter for assistance. She turned to the State Leadership mainly Dorie Beaumont and Marjorie Chesney. They guided me in reorganizing committees and helping me to understand the importance of delegating. In June 1987, we had a lovely and meaningful recommitment ceremony at the home of Beth Leonhard on South Orange Grove Blvd. this gave the chapter the shot in the arm we needed.

Also, in the early 80s, a lady by the name of Shirley Hingst, a teacher in Pasadena Unified, was initiated into Alpha Upsilon. Her initiation is significant because she knew many teachers in La Cañada​ since her husband, Don, was a principal there. Shirley invited several La Cañadans to membership who in turn invited others. The infusion of these ladies was really a great boost to Alpha Upsilon. Membership started to grow and new ideas started flowing! So, thank you, Ladies of La Cañada, who continue to be such a vital part of the success of Alpha Upsilon.
One of the things I realized we needed was a unifying project and a way to raise funds outside of dues. Norma Russel had made it abundantly clear she did NOT want to be involved in making cutesy crafts to sell. So, we needed another avenue!! A new member by the name of Sally Hill, whose husband was a professional fundraiser, suggested a Silent Auction. She guided us through the logistics of setting up one. Susie Vernand was generous enough to donate her home for the event. We asked members to donate items. At first, we received a lot of things that appeared to be products of someone having the “let’s clean closets” bug!! We gently educated people to understand their donations should be something they themselves would want to purchase. Members got businesses to donate items or gift certificates. Beebe Neutzman basically put a guilt trip on many Pasadena merchants to donate! How could anyone resist that sweet, gentle woman who had a will of iron?? That first auction netted us about $700. We were so excited!!!! The event took hold and grew so large we couldn’t impose on Susie’s good will anymore. 

In 1995, then member Rebecca Ellis, a teacher at Polytechnic School in Pasadena, volunteered their multipurpose room for our use. This certainly provided more space. But since this was the one event where men were invited, we sought a venue that would allow us to serve wine as we had at Susie’s. Jean Chubb hooked us up with the Shakespeare Club in Pasadena. This was a wonderful venue! We had the advantage of multiple rooms, a full kitchen, a lovely ambiance, and we could serve wine!! We held the auction there from 1996 to 2001. The reason we had to stop using this great spot was because of some neighbor complaints, not aimed at us directly but at the Club. So, they made the decision to only allow events associated directly with the Club directly. Our profits from those auctions were in the $1000s. In 1998 our profit was $7937.00, the highest we ever made. Our final year, 2001, we had a profit of $7825.00. For a few years after the end of the Silent Auction we asked members to donate what they would have spent at the Silent Auction. This worked for a few years but memories faded as did donations. But we were saved in 2011, which Jean will be telling you about. And we never had to make craft items to sell!!

During the years several of our members have been selected as the Teacher of the Year for their district or received community honors. There have also been some who have received the Distinguished Service Award from DKG California, the highest honor the state can bestow. These are what we could glean from scrapbooks. Unfortunately, the binder containing minutes from the beginning of the chapter has disappeared over the years. But I did learn these facts from the scrapbooks we do have:


1970: Lois Trainor publishes the book “Ports of California”


1975: Beth Leonhard named La Cañadan of the Year

1975: LuVerne La Motte honored by Foothill Valley YWCA with the Second Century Award

1976:  Katie Peters, then president, has chapter work with Frances Pryor from La Cañada to develop a booklet on Child Abuse for teachers

1978: Jeanne Maus named La Cañadan of the Year
1985: Corinne Ellis named LCUSD Teacher of the Year
1985-86: Mary Lou Rodearmel named Teacher of the Centennial Year for La Cañada

1988: Katie Peters receives Chi State Distinguished Professional Service Award

1988: Ann Jones honored by Verdugo Hills Hospital as an Outstanding Educator

1989: Beebe Neutzman serves on the Chi State Membership Committee

1990: Judy Kearns is recipient of the Dr. Madeline Veverka scholarship from Chi State
1991: Ann Sloan Jones named LCUSD Teacher of the Year
March 1991: Alice Kenison receives Outstanding Contributions of Time and  Talent to the Community award from the Pasadena Council of Women’s Clubs

1992: Vi Carmichael receives award from the Council of Women’s clubs for her sharing her outstanding time and talent with the community

1993: Susie Vernand recognized for her project entitled “Proud To Be Me” stressing ethnic and cultural diversity

1994: Karen Gollhardt was selected as Arcadia USD Teacher of the Year. 
1995: Hillsides Home for Children adopted as Alpha Upsilon’s Philanthropic Project


1995-1997: Mary Lou Rodearmel serves as Area XIII Director


1995: Susie Vernand honored by Rotary as a Teacher of Excellence


1995: Joy Gifford named as La Cañada/Flintridge Chamber Educator of the Year
1996-7: Robin Williams selected as the LCUSD Teacher of the Year. She would go onto be the first in LCUSD to become an LACounty Regional Finalist.
1997-1999: Mary Lou Rodearmel serves on Chi State Personal Growth and Services Committee

1997: Katie Peters coaches the Rose Parade Court in manner and speaking

1997: Katie Nack, Honorary Member, receives the Chi State Distinguished Public Service Award


1998: Joy Gifford honored as La Cañadan of the Year

1998: Reading Rose Garden created at Palm Crest in honor of Ann Jones and Mary Lou Rodearmel.

99-2022  Jean
Jean: I’ll be sharing Alpha Upsilon events from 1999-2022 with some reference to previous history.  I joined the Chapter in 1992, one of the La Cañada teachers Judy referred to, as the Chapter continued to grow in numbers.  Jeanne Maus, one of the original members, was a beloved principal in La Cañada, so it didn’t take a lot of encouragement for us to join.  It was near the end of Norma’s presidency biennium, and I had a chance to meet some of the older members such as Alice.  She was not only a good cook, as Judy mentioned, but she liked doing an annual Tea, thus the beginning of our Teas.  Pat Kalish, who joined in 1995, then took over the Tea in 1997, adding her wonderful themes each time.  It’s a highlight of our year, and we thank you, Pat.

Joy Gifford and I did the 1st Co-Presidency from 1998-2000 and were very happy to be part of the Silent Auction at the Shakespeare Club.  Julia Thomas graciously volunteered her home for wrapping baskets and storing auction items.  We were thrilled with the $7,000 + profit to be used for our Grant recipients.  In 1999, one of such recipients was Ana Haskins, and she was able to complete her classes at UCLA, follow with teaching, and then joined our Chapter in 2007.  She’s an outstanding teacher, as we knew she would be, and is an asset to our Chapter, as well.

Hillsides Home continued to be one of our philanthropic projects and a few of us would go to their onsite library once a week to read to some of the children.  The library was small and just beginning to grow with the wonderful work of Lynne Angell, not a member but instrumental in this development of Hillsides.  I mention it because it was her work that enabled Hillsides to continue to develop the library which is currently a lovely facility.  Sadly, Lynne & her husband, David, were on-board the American Airlines plane from Boston that was hijacked and crashed into the World Trade Center on 9/11.  

The Outstanding Service to the Chapter Award was established in 1999 with Norma selected to be honored, a tradition that has followed each year with recognition given at the Area XIII Conference.  All of the following honorees are listed in our yearbook.
Judy Kearns served as Area XIII Director in 1999-2001.  She was also the recipient of the Area’s Most Valuable Member in 2002 with Norma receiving that honor in 2007.

2006 brought the DKG International Convention to San Diego with many of our members attending.  Judy and I were on the Steering Committee.  She was in charge of Properties, and I was Chair of the Mentors for First Timers that I found most rewarding.

The Chapter began to add some additional philanthropic projects and in 2010, when Ardis was president, Ana Haskins arranged to have some of our members do a dinner for the women in Walter Hoving Home in Pasadena.  Members had also donated clothing and toiletry articles for the women there in previous years.
Philanthropic projects have included doing Jared Boxes for City of Hope (now Jared Bags for Ronald McDonald House), decorating a “family cottage” at Hillsides for Christmas, and adding gift cards for CASA under Barbara Arlow’s guidance. Support for CASA has continued through the holiday raffle held at Robin Williams’ lovely home each December. The chapter also supported a former World Fellowship recipient, Alberta Jules, of Haiti. Chapter members donated hygiene items and Shirley Sauvageau would take care of getting them to Alberta for distribution. Support for School on Wheels began as a result of a speaker in January 2012 who inspired us with the great things they were doing for homeless children. Kathy Cockeril and Penny Schopflin handle this collection.  Laura Strametz introduced us to the needs of Covenant House in 2019 following a Chapter program about the House.
2011 was a pivotal year for our Chapter learning that Beebe Neutzman had left an endowment of $400,000 + to us.  Jean Freshwater, a Reserve member and friend of Beebe’s, called me to tell me that our Chapter, the Pasadena Symphony Committee, and the Antelope Valley Indian Museum had all been honored in Beebe’s will/trust; thus, the beginning of BNEF (Beebe Nuetzman Endowment Fund), a totally separate entity from the chapter. 
Judy Kearns, Norma Russel, Linda Endicott, Mary Jane Hufstedler, Betsy Bazdarich and myself were the original committee, setting up standing rules and bylaws for the BNEF. The chapter is now able to continue recruitment grants, add mini grants, a member scholarship and some additional Chapter member growth opportunities without the need of donations or increasing dues for these endeavors.
Beebe had devoted many volunteer hours to the three organizations she honored.  Some of you remember Beebe getting donors for our Auctions, having us docent for the Pasadena Symphony Committee’s annual House Tour each December, and setting up a visit for us to go to the Antelope Indian Museum.  Beebe was a treasure!  

Moving forward saw Judy Kearns selected as Chi State President in 2013.  Chi State’s name was officially changed to DKG California in 2016.

March 2020, nearing the end of Connie Hanson and Marion Darling’s Co-Presidency, brought many changes with the beginning of COVID and cancellation of in person meetings.  The newsletters brought information to the Chapter members.  

Willy Crouse and Karen Gollhardt were elected Co-Presidents beginning the 2020-2022 biennium. They implemented virtual/Zoom meetings through those years.  These Presidents, the Board, and Committees did a fabulous job keeping the Chapter moving ahead and were able to continue philanthropic projects, grants and scholarships.       

The following are member awards that were noted in our research:  
· 1999-2001: Judy Kearns serves as Area XIII Director
· 2000: Shirley and Don Hingst selected as La Cañadans of the Year
· Judi Healy selected as La Cañada Teacher of the Year and the LA County Teacher of the Year
· 2001: Gale Caswell and Nancy Leininger selected as La Cañada Teacher of the Year

· 2002 Judi Bakly named to Who’s Who Among American Teachers

· 2004 Mary Jane Hufstedler named LCUSD Teacher of the Year
· 2005: Cheryl Partridge’s artwork featured at the Elverhoj Museum of History and
Art in Solvang
· 2007-2008: Mary Linda Vandevelde and Kathy Cockerill selected as LCUSD Teacher of the Year
· 2009: Pat Harris selected as LCUSD Teacher of the Year

· 2011-2012: Patty Compeau selected as LCUSD Teacher of the Year
· 75th Anniversary of Chapter May 2020

· Pat Rabe coordinated Area XIII Conferences from 2019, 2020, and the first
Virtual Conference in 2021.
· 2020 – Gayle Nicholls Ali photography selected for display in the DKG
International Art Gallery 

· 2022 Judy Kearns received the DKG State Distinguished Service Award
All of our Chapter members are leading women educators who have given so much to the field of education, the Chapter and their Communities.
Judy: We have brought the scrapbooks that were made over the years. Unfortunately, these were not maintained and there is a large gap of information. There is also a binder of newsletters published between 1996 and 2014. All newsletters published from 2006 to now, are available electronically.

In addition to valuing the history of DKG, it is important for you to realize the benefits of DKG and how they relate to the Seven Purposes of the Society. We have a handout for each of you. (JEAN AND NORMA will distribute papers)

You will see that the Seven Purposes of the Society are listed and below each, how each Purpose is implemented at any or all levels of the Society. Share this information with women educators who would benefit from membership in this special organization. Tell them about the professional development and personal opportunities available. Let young teachers know about the scholarship opportunities at both the State and International levels. The person with whom you are sharing this information is likely already a leader---she’s a teacher!! Let her know there are leadership growth opportunities available at all levels. 

Purpose, “To unite women educators in a genuine, spiritual fellowship…” really permeates all the other Purposes. The meaningful activities offered give members the chance to not only learn but to interact and collaborate with others. Regular activities such as chapter meetings, area conferences, state conventions, are meaningful activities that help to build lifelong connections. We all come together to bring alive the vision of the Society--- Leading women educators, impacting education worldwide.
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